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Congressman Heath Shuler Introduces Legislation to Expand 

Carl Sandburg Home National Historic Site 
Shuler’s First Piece of Legislation in Congress has Bi-Partisan Support in 

Both Chambers 
 
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Heath Shuler today introduced his first piece of 
legislation in Congress, a bill to allow for the expansion of the Carl Sandburg Home 
National Historic Site in Flat Rock, North Carolina. 
 
“The Carl Sandburg Home is a significant part of our heritage in Western North Carolina, 
and I am particularly glad that my first piece of legislation in Congress works to honor 
and protect that heritage,” said Rep. Shuler. “I remember visiting the Sandburg home in 
school and the feelings of awe it inspired. I want to make sure future generations of 
students and visitors can share those same feelings of peace and wonder.” 
 
Rep. Shuler’s bill authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to acquire up to 115 acres of 
land contiguous to the current Sandburg Home Historic Site. The land can be acquired by 
donation or through willing sale. The bill also allows for the acquisition of up to five 
acres for a visitor center and increased parking area. 
 
“Tourism is an essential part of our economy here in Western North Carolina. By 
encouraging more people to make the Sandburg Home a destination we will be drawing 
more business and money to our local communities,” said Rep. Shuler. 
 
Rep. Shuler’s legislation is companion legislation in the House of Representatives to a 
bill introduced last week by Senator Elizabeth Dole.  
 
Senator Dole said of the bill, “The Carl Sandburg Home has enriched the lives of many 
North Carolinians through its rich history, natural beauty and abundant educational 
opportunities. I am pleased to work with Sen. Burr and Rep. Shuler so that future 
generations can enjoy the site for many years to come.” 
 
Text of Rep. Shuler’s legislation is attached to this release. 
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